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Challenges

Despite the growing prevalence of NASH, there are 
currently no approved treatments for the disease  
beyond liver transplant. Current challenges are:

• Growing prevalence of NASH, however  
still underdiagnosed

• No current FDA-approved treatment for NASH  
exists but liver transplantation

• A multitude of targets to go through clinical trials 
rather quickly

• Invasive liver biopsy diagnosis as gold standard 

reduced patient interest in clinical trials

Success

Our success in supporting clinical trials in liver  
diseases is based upon:

• Biomarker testing

• Custom assay development

• Global biopsy/slide handling and processing  

for KOL investigators

• Tech transfer related to NASH and liver diseases

• Monitoring metabolic response to drug and placebo

• Tracking improvement of condition after  
drug administration

• Studying subgroup differences and assuring 
randomization verifying comparability in study arms

• Developing a tailored companion diagnostic

http://cerbaresearch.com


An experienced partner

Metabolic Areas Clinical Trials Clinical Trial Phases Metabolic Diseases

Genetic Predisposition

PNPLA3, TM6FS2, miRNA (miR21 & mrR122)

Liver Biopsies

The processing, staining, and interpreting  
of liver biopsies by a global network of  
liver pathologists

Inflammation Markers
CK18 M30-M65, Chi3L1, Adiponectin,  
FGF-19/21, ELF, Cytokines (MSD-40)

Metabolomics

Assessment of NASH complexity through 
OWL Metabolomics’ cutting-edge technology

Non-invasive Fibrosis Scores

FIB-4, ELF, Fibrotest, Steatotest, 
APRI, MELD, NFS, Fibrometer S

Liver, Glycemic  
& Lipid Biomarkers

sdLDL, HbA1C,  
FFA, Fructosamine,  

Apolipoprotein A2, C3 & E

Services & Capabilities

At Cerba Research, we offer a broad range of  
clinical support solutions.

Why should you choose us  
for your clinical trials?

There is no substitute for experience, and Cerba 
Research leverages current expertise in delivering 
multiple global NASH programs, including the largest 
NASH program in the industry.

Given our expertise in NASH and operational flexibility, 
we believe we are the ideal lab partner for you making it 
our mission to support you in your combat against this 
chronic liver disease. Moreover, we combine our unique 
experience as a major international central laboratory 
with the cutting-edge technology of our partner, OWL 
Metabolomics. Together, we provide a broad range of 
clinical support solutions for NASH research.
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